
“Dr. Hardt’s leadership has brought health care 
to thousands of people that don’t even know her 
name, and her work with data has empowered 
us and led SWAG to our advocacy for services in 
a previously ‘invisible’ island within the greater 
Gainesville community.”

Dorothy A. Benson 
Chair, SW Advocacy Group (SWAG)
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Individual Winner: $30,000
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Director, Health Disparities and 
Service Learning Programs; and 
Professor of Pathology and Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, College of Medicine, 
University of Florida;
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Rajeeb Das 
Research Coordinator, Department of Pediatrics, 
College of Medicine, University of Florida 

Nancy Hardt is known for her dedicated commitment, 
demonstrated leadership, innovative approaches 
and proven impact on improving access to primary 
care health services and positive health outcomes 
of Florida’s at-risk populations. Her innovative 
approaches for positively impacting health outcomes 
in Florida include: data to action -- providing data in 
a format that is both engaging and focused through 
hotspot density maps that depict prevalence of 
adverse health conditions at the census block level; 
place-based interventions – taking the services to 
underserved populations; telling the story; and 
providing hands-on opportunities for students to 
personally experience serving at-risk populations. 

In Alachua County, she is a leader promoting 
productive community collaborations to provide 
services to people where they live and work. 
Hardt has built up community assets, enhanced 
organizational capacity, supported training programs 
and fostered system change that has led to lasting 
policy changes to improve health.

Hardt’s major accomplishments include:

• Starting a mobile clinic that delivers primary care 
and social services to at-risk neighborhoods

• Crystallizing community action in a previously 
hidden pocket of poverty and extreme health 
disparity in Alachua County

• Leading community collaboration in applying for 
grants to improve children’s health

• Incorporating the concepts of poverty and health 
disparities into the University of Florida medical 
school curriculum

• Developing a health disparities minor for 
University of Florida undergraduates

• Directing a program to enlist and support minority 
students into the health professions

• Adding a service learning component to enhance 
the clinical service experience in safety net 
community settings

• Founding a student volunteer afterschool program 
for at-risk children delivering nutrition, physical 
activity, and science curriculum

She serves on the statewide AIDS Education 
Advisory team, The Healthy and Safe Schools 
Coalition, Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team 
and Pregnancy Associated Mortality Review Team. 
She was a Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy 
Fellow serving as a health legislative advisor for U.S. 
Senator Jeff Bingaman and Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi. She has served in faculty positions at 
the universities of Florida, Kentucky, Memphis and 
Tennessee. Her undergraduate degree is from Sweet 
Briar College and her Medical Doctorate is from 
Loyola Stritch School of Medicine.

For more information about the Health Disparities 
and Service Learning Programs at the University of 
Florida, visit www.uf.edu.


