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Theresa Makrush

From: thebluefoundation@bcbsfl.com

Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 10:00 AM

To: Theresa Makrush

Subject: July 2013 Newsletter

If you can't see this e-mail, click here . 

Message from Susan Towler, 
Vice President 

This and the next two e-newsletters will showcase 
the community work of Florida Blue, in each of the 
company’s three Local Presence offices. There 
are three Local Presence offices around Florida; 
one office is located in Miami and covers the 
South; one in Tampa that covers the West and 
one in Orlando that covers Central Florida.  

The Local Presence offices are the external face for the Company as it 
relates to sales distribution, marketing and community engagement. They 
maintain strong relationships with leaders in communities they serve and 
work hand-in-hand with the Florida Blue Foundation to provide charitable 
donations and grants to nonprofit organizations in their communities. 

In this e-newsletter we are showcasing the Local Presence work in South 
Florida. The Market President there is Dr. Penny S. Shaffer. We hope you 
enjoy getting to know more about the community work of our South Florida 
Team. The story below highlights their work with one of our community 
nonprofit organizations, Informed Families/The Florida Family 
Partnership. 

 

Informed Families/The Florida Family Partnership 
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Mark Your 
Calendar for 
Upcoming Events 

Florida Health Literacy 
Summit 
July 26, 2013 
Orlando, Florida 
www.flhealthliteracy.org 

Florida Nursing Summit 
Nov. 13-15, 2013 
Tampa, Florida 
USF Center for Advanced 
Medical Learning and 
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The mission of Informed Families is simple in its words, bold in its scope: to 
help kids grow up safe, healthy and drug free! For more than a decade, 
Florida Blue and the Florida Blue Foundation have partnered with Informed 
Families/The Florida Family Partnership to help this incredible organization 
fulfill that mission, with life-changing and life-saving results. 

Informed Families/The Florida Family Partnership began like so many 
other nonprofits with dedicated volunteers focused on a common purpose. In 
this case, it was 1982 when a group of parents and business leaders in Miami 
decided something had to be done to address the growing drug abuse 
problem among adolescents in Miami. Under the leadership of President and 
CEO Peggy Sapp, it has transformed from a six-volunteer organization into a 
multi-million dollar agency that reaches across the entire state to families, 
schools and communities. Both Peggy and the group’s proven programs are 
recognized nationally for their success and impact. Whether it is alcohol, 
cigarettes or other kinds of drugs, Informed Families has developed 
curriculum, campaigns, peer counseling, teacher and parent training and a 
host of other programs which get people involved in creating a drug-free 
America. And it works! 

 

Florida Blue’s funding helps to sustain and enhance the organization’s 
outreach and education through four community awareness campaigns: Red 
Ribbon Week, Family Day, Lock Your Meds and Safe Homes Safe Parties. 
Each campaign focuses on a different aspect of substance abuse, teaching 
people how to prevent the problems. Each campaign is designed to: 1) 
Create Awareness, 2) Get Participation and 3) Ultimately Engage Students, 
Parents, School Staff and Community Members to work together to save lives 
and build healthier communities. It is all about learning to speak a single 
language that our children can hear from different sectors of the community—
a language about drug use and other risky behaviors that is so critical. 

At the core of both Florida Blue and Informed Families/The Florida Family 
Partnership is a common goal and mission—to improve the health of our 
community today, so we can make a difference for tomorrow. Together, for 
more than 10 years, we have helped educate and support parents while 
delivering prevention programs in homes, schools and communities. 

Today’s parents are busier than ever, so the goal is to support and empower 

Simulation (CAMLS) 

2014 Sapphire Awards and 
Symposium 
April 23-24, 2014 
The Renaissance World Golf 
Village Resort 
500 S. Legacy Trail 
St. Augustine, FL 32092 
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these parents to take care of themselves and their families. In addition, 
children are growing up in an environment with media messages and social 
norms that condone drug use and downplay the risk. Recognizing that 
underage drinking, prescription drug use, marijuana and teen suicide are on 
the rise, Informed Families helps parents truly understand their child’s 
environment and provides steps to take to make that environment safer. In 
2013 and 2014, the organization is focusing on harnessing the power of 
volunteers by recruiting statewide Ambassadors who will deliver prevention 
messages in their own homes, schools and communities and exponentially 
increase the reach. 

 

“Informed Families/The Florida Family Partnership and Florida’s children 
and families are tremendously Proud of Florida Blue’s unwavering support to 
help kids grow up safe, healthy and drug free,” said President & CEO Peggy 
B. Sapp. “We are both on the leading edge of America’s prevention 
movement. Our children have the right to grow up drug free ... adults have 
the responsibility to provide young people a safe environment and correct 
information. Together, we can make that happen.” 

Florida Blue and Florida Blue Foundation congratulate Informed 
Families/The Florida Family Partnership on more than 30 years of 
dedication to our children and their safety. It is hard to truly demonstrate how 
many lives they have changed and saved, and we are proud to call them 
partners. 

 

***************************************************************** 

SPECIAL MESSAGES: 

Sapphire Awards Nominations Now Open 

We need your assistance to nominate the most outstanding and innovative 
individuals, programs, or nonprofit organizations in health care for the 2014 
Sapphire Awards. The nomination applications are available now through the 

Forward to a friend 

To subscribe to 
this newsletter, send 

an email to: 

thebluefoundation@floridablue.com 

 
 

    
 



4

 

August 30, 2013 deadline for the submission of your nomination(s). 

Please go to our website at www.bluefoundationfl.com ; click on the quick link 
for the 2014 Sapphire Awards Nomination Applications. 

Affordable Care Act Answers 

Do you need assistance with understanding the new Affordable Care Act and 
its effect on you, your family or organization? If the answer is yes, please 
send Florida Blue an email at thebluefoundation@floridablue.com and we will 
schedule a time to talk with you. 

 

 

 

 

Florida Blue Foundation 
4800 Deerwood Campus Parkway 
DCC 3-4 
Jacksonville, FL 32246  

(800) 477-3736, ext. 63215 
www.bluefoundationfl.com  
Email: thebluefoundation@floridablue.com  

Florida Blue Foundation is a trade name of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida Foundation, an 
Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
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