
FLORIDA BLUE QUALITY REVENUE PROGRAM MANAGEMENT   
 

 

 

  Physician 
Monthly 

Newsletter 

May 2015 
 

 

Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Osteoarthritis is sometimes misdiagnosed 
and coded as rheumatoid arthritis due to 
similarities between the two.  Accurate 
assignment of ICD-9-CM codes is 
important for proper identification of 
patients who are evaluated in the HEDIS® 
measure for disease-modifying anti-
rheumatic drug therapy for rheumatoid 
arthritis. 
 

Coding 

Any of the following ICD-9-CM codes 
indicates the patient has rheumatoid 
arthritis: 

714.0 Rheumatoid arthritis 
714.1 Felty’s syndrome 
714.2 Other rheumatoid arthritis with 
visceral or systematic involvement 
714.81 Rheumatoid lung 

 
Note: ICD-9-CM 714.0 excludes 

714.30 JRA - juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis  
714.31 Acute polyarticular JRA  
714.32 Pauciarticular JRA  
714.33 Monoarticular JRA  
 
Use additional code(s) to identify 
manifestations, as needed such as: 
• 359.6 myopathy 
• 357.1 polyneuropathy 

 

 

Did You Know? 

HEDIS specifications are defined by NCQA to 
measure quality of care and service.  
Rheumatoid arthritis and osteoporosis 
management are driven by diagnosis codes. 
Patients with any of the following 
conditions will be excluded from the 
rheumatoid arthritis measure:  

• Diagnosis of HIV any time during 
the member’s history through 
December 31 of the measurement 
year. 

• Diagnosis of pregnancy any time 
during the measurement year. 
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Medicare STARS  

Osteoporosis Management in 
Women Who Had a Fracture  

Women age 67-85 years old who have 
suffered a fracture and who had a bone 
mineral density (BMD) test or prescription 
drug used to treat osteoporosis in the six 
months following the fracture qualify for this 
measure. To meet administrative 
requirements, document the BMD testing 
and/or medication prescribed to treat 
osteoporosis. Encounter codes that indicate 
BMD testing include:  

CPT: 76977, 77078-77083, 78350, 78351 

Disease-Modifying Anti-Rheumatic 
Drug Therapy 
for Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Patients diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis 
must have a least one prescription filled each 
year for a disease modifying anti-rheumatic 
drug (DMARD).  These include but are not 
limited to:  

Azathioprine, Cyclophosphamide, Gold 
Sodium Thiomalate, Hydroxychloroquine, 
Leflunomide, Methotrexate, Minocycline, 
Sulfasalazine, Cyclosporine 

For a comprehensive list of medications and NDC 
codes, go to www.ncqa.org. 
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